
vii

Contents

From the Editors ix

Acknowledgements xi

Foreword: Voices Discovering Each Other as They Rise
From Canada's Fragmented Child Welfare System xiii

Nico Trocmé

Introduction: Development of the Prairie Child Welfare
Consortium and This Book xv

Sharon McKay

1. Contextual and Cultural Aspects of Resilience in
Child Welfare Settings 1

Michael Ungar

2. Identity, Community, Resilience: The Transmission
of Values Project 25

Sharon McKay and Shelley Thomas Prokop

3. Reconciliation: Rebuilding the Canadian Child Welfare
System to Better Serve Aboriginal Children and Youth 59

Cindy Blackstock, Ivan Brown, and Marlyn Bennett

4. Here be Dragons! Breaking Down the Iron Cage for
Aboriginal Children 89

Jean Lafrance and Betty Bastien

5. The Journey of the Métis Settlements Child and Family
Services Authority: Serving Alberta's Métis Settlement
Children, Youth, and Families 115

Shane R. Gauthier and Lillian Parenteau



Putting a Human Face on Child Welfare

viii

6. Children with Disabilities Involved with the Child
Welfare System in Manitoba: Current and Future
Challenges 127

Don Fuchs, Linda Burnside, Shelagh Marchenski,
and Andria Mudry

7. Supporting Aboriginal Children and Youth with
Learning and Behavioural Disabilities in the Care of
Aboriginal Child Welfare Agencies 147

Gwen Gosek, Alexandra Wright, and Diane 
Hiebert-Murphy

8. A Sacred Family Circle: A Family Group Conferencing
Model 161

Gayle Desmeules

9. On the Matter of Cross-Cultural Aboriginal Adoptions    189
Kenn Richard

10. Aboriginal Children: Maintaining Connections in 
Adoption 203

Jeannine Carriere and Sandra Scarth

11. Creating Conditions for Good Practice: A Child
Welfare Project Sponsored by the Canadian Association
of Social Workers 223

Margot Herbert

Abstracts 251

Résumés 259

Contributors 267

Subject Index 277

Author Index 287


